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: lize Phoebe on a
table set with dish-towel
runners, embroidered
with family names,




esigner Leslie Allen visits places in her memory—child-
hood places—that are as clear as any she mnhabits today: Just
thinking of her Aunt Rita’s slate terrace that extended out
onto Lake Mahopac in New : =
York State or her grandparents’
red-and-white porch sends her
into blissful reverie. Those crys-
talline recollections guided her
creation of the perfect porch
for her Connecticut home.

It started, as many inspired
designs do, with a problem:
how to eliminate the pall 2
bedroom addition had cast on
the existing slate terrace. A
3-foot overhang, supported by
four large columns, overshadowed the pama Ims=ac of Gghting it, she extended
it—designing a more generous balcomy o e mussser bedroom and a 17 x 30-
foot porch. Her architect, Jeanne Stomey Dissson. of Austn Patterson Disston,
wanted to make it smaller but, says Alles ~1 k=pe s=ane “bigger, bigger!’ because
[ knew the difference between having = posch 2nd having a real outdoor living
room.” Disston retained the existing Siuessome foor (although it had to be
taken up for a cement foundation o be poss=2 w0 support the weight of the
bedroom terrace), and the white clapboess sdme then =
added a beadboard ceiling and 10-foos=l screened
walls with framing to hold exterior meles.

Starting with a remnant of vintage cherry—print
fabric she'd saved since high school. Afem muxed in
candy-cane stripes, red-and-white dish soweling, vin-
tage embroidery and pillows fashioned Som Victorian
runners to create a porch that recalls the 1dvll of her
childhood summers. Aunt Rita’s 1940s meeal chairs and : =
bamboo couch, Lloyd Loom wicker chzrs and a street-find glass-topped table
were all united by coats of white pame A f=w pieces of darker wicker,a Mexi-
can farm table cut down to coffee-zble size and the jute rug were left natural.

The porch seats eight for dinner 2t the mble or 16 for a buffet. In its inau-
gural season, it hosted everything from Phoebe’s third birthday party to sum-
mer cocktail parties to Sunday-night suppers with the grandparents. The true
measure of its success, however, is that it feels just like the Lake Mahopac
porches of long ago. “Being there.” says Allen, “is being home.”
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