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The living room’s spectacular floor-to-ceiling cus
bookshelves and step-down entrance suppori=
of architect Jeanne Stoney-Disston’s chief goaks
create vintage charm by buildipg special features
every room of this new hou . Th
also a clever design trick: It helps smooth the vis:
transition to the room, which angles off sharply®
the main house in order ta take advantage of the
sided views. The curve directs the ]
Stoney-Disston, “so you
the wrong way.” Buil
elves store ih




2: Ten-foot-high ceilings grace

this comfortable living room; ceilings

on the rest of the first floor are a

generous 9 feet high. The extra height,
says the architect, creates dramatic
spaciousness without extra square
footage. A focal point of the room is the
fireplace, which was built with fieldstone
found on the property. Tall 16-over-l wood
windows open up the room to vistas of (and
hreezes from) the surrounding fields.

“: Built-in corner cupboards in the
dining room didn’t fit properly at first and
required extra millwork, but they were
worth the effort. To add character, interior
designer Leslie Allen lined the cupboard
walls with striped fabric that she stapled in
place; she used the same fabric on the
wicker chairs. The picnic-style table is
made from old wood with an inset zinc top;
the relaxed attitude of the table and chairs

is reminiscent of dining on
. the porch.
4: To re-create the look of

vintage lighting in the dining room,
a sconce was made from a new lamp that
recalls those once found on 1940s
dressing tables. A lamp store reconfigured
it to a wall-mounted fixture.
%: Special attention was paid to the home's
exterior details, as this back view of the
house illustrates. Measuring 3,200 square
feet, the house looks much larger, thanks
to the addition of dormers, porches, and
hanks of windows. The house is taller than
average because of the high ceilings on the
first floor; the extra height adds to its
stately appearance. The exterior's wood
shingle siding is painted white. The green
roof (coordinating with shutters in front) is
a nod to summer cottages Marjorie Glass

recalled from her childhood.

&: Remembering stories about

the telephone alcave in her

mother’s childhood home, Marjorie set
about creating a similar space. Now,
friends can ring family members at the
telephone nook that’s built under the
stairs off the front entry. The nook
(softened with a cheerful striped cushion
and pillows) is near the frant door, yet the
hack doors are within view, illustrating the
balance struck between coziness and
openness in the home’s design.

7: An octagonal entryway links the
main part of the house with the angled
wing of the living room. In place of a throw
rug, a three-dimensional-looking design
was painted on the hardwood floor.

Like most of the floors in the house,

these are red oak.
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the thoughtful séiuﬂbns that we
built inte this new farmhouse.

A second L-shaped staircase, fa
instance, forks off the kitchen,

_ family room, and mudroom. As#
result, the children can drop the:
backpacks and g0 directly up fe
their rooms if théy want. Or, they
can sit on the kitchen steps anc
talk to their mother while she
works. Perfectly located for quic:
washups after a day outside, afv
hath sits off the mudroom.

fm picnic hamper. ‘When Manorle looks af an
object,” designer Leslie Allen says,. she is
always thlnkmg of what else it could be.t




{0 Marjorie wanted a
mudroom for a simple
reason: She'd never had one.
And with three children, she needed space
for halls, gloves, and library books. Baskets
hold much of the paraphernalia; a built-in
bench handles the overflow, while offering a
place to sit to pull on boots and shoes.

A transom window over the shelves fills the
space with light. Pretty and practical, an
old-fashioned Dutch door—one of two—
opens the house to fresh spring breezes.
The vintage metal floral light fixture was
purchased long before the house was built;
it influenced the choices of the whites and
greens in the mudroom.

i#: This vintage Seth Thomas clock adds a
nostalgic touch and is one of Marjorie’s
favorite possessions; it inspired the apple-

green color in the rest of the
kitchen. Around the corner is a
pantry fronted by screened
double doors; it's reminiscent
of old pie safes. Along the edge
of the hardwood floors, Marjorie had a
diamond border painted; the design
replicates old linoleum patterns.

i7: Using old-fashioned fixtures was
important to Marjorie, who fell in love with
this new single-bowl porcelain sink for the
kitchen. Details such as the old-fashioned
soap-dish faucet lend to the house’s
farmhouse authenticity. “People come and
ask if the house has been here forever,”
Marjorie says. “That's just what | wanted
people to say.”

i3 In the kitchen, a bank of windows
stacked two high overlooks one of the two
spectacular views that guided how the house
sits on the property. Only the windows over

the sink open; the
English casements
push out like doors.
{4: In the breakfast
alcove, extra-wide drawers are tucked
away hehind white cabinet doors; the
drawers make it easier to get to art projects
and supplies. The countertop is covered in
tiles, making it a safe place to rest hot dishes.
i5: Period inspirations guided the design
of the charming breakfast alcove. Designer
Leslie Allen studied rooms featured in old
photographs, catalogs, and movie stills.
(The movie Haliday Inn figured into Leslie’s
design.) The built-in cupboard was based on
old Hoosier cabinets and complements the
kitchen cabinetry; café curtains were made
from vintage fabric. Exposed rafters on the
ceiling have the look of a rustic old camp.
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