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y Dad always wanted a family
compound,” says interior
designer Leslie Allen,

explaining the tiny gem of a guest cottage that

sits behind her parents’ summer home on
Martha’s Vineyard. Clad in cedar shingles and
clean white trim, the cottage is designed to
accommodate three grown children and their
families, who visit in various combinations for
weekends or weeks at a time. The key, says Leslie,
is flexibility, creative storage, and an eye for the
grand gesture. Here are her suggestions for living
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large within a small space.

1 AIM HIGH Small doesn't have to mean claustrophobic.

“It's always less expensive to build up than out,” says
Leslie, who recommends high ceilings. The guesthouse living
room rises twa stories; skylights and a bank of windows help
flood the room with light.

2 SPLURGE ON THE DETAILS “When you're building
small, you can afford to splurge on details,” says
Leslie, who chase 6-inch-wide V-joint wainscoting for all
the rooms. A bluestone porch floor and high-gloss enamel
paint add a rich touch and guarantee easy maintenance.

3 STORE MORE An antigue trunk on the screened porch
functions as coffee table and extra storage
for bulky items such as outdoor cushions.

COMBINE CABINETS A deep television cabinet in
the living room has a second set of doors that open
the terrace for stowing firewood and small garden toals.

SWEEP IT CLEAN A sisal rug in the living room is the
cottage's only carpet. Otherwise, Leslie recommends
hare floors that are easy to sweep clean. Her parents chose
sturdy maple for the living areas and tile for the bathrooms.
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“Tuestnouses in West irsoury on fastind s
Vineyard are limited o 800 sguar= =t of
living space. That means no space-wasiing
halls—instead, French doors link the rooms
and give the cottage an open. airy ==L
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FIND IT AT A GLANCE
6 shelves in the &2
with a stainless-stes coo
a deep vintage-style sink. m
easy access to serv
quick cleanups. “We lo
and the look of the open =
the wainscoting,” says L=s
short-order kitchen. “You don
to hunt for anything.”

7 USE DOORS AS WINDOWS
The main ent

cottage is through th
where a Dutch door is
let in light and air. Mu
doors also keep the smz
awash in daylight.

8 DO DOUBLE DUTY Th
overhanging sizin

counter that fronts the

serves as breakfast

with office supplies st

Another kitchen cabinet doub

a linen closet.

9 KEEP THINGS SIMPLE

crowd the rooms.” sz
Minimal furnishings mzke 1 n
house seem larger. Dining chairs
be moved from porch fo living room

for extra seating.

10 TRY CHILDPROOF SURFACES

“Why ruin a vacation
worrying about spilled food or suntan-
lotioned legs?" says Leslie, who covers
dining chairs in easy-clean, laminated
fabric. Glass tops added to tables
orotect painted finishes.




11 USE BEDSIDE SHELVES
Wall-hung shelves with
Drackets are designed deeper than
normal to serve as night tables

in the master bedroom.

12 LIGHTEN UP Wall-mounted

reading sconces come in
handy since space on top of the
bedside shelves is limited.

13 SHARE A NIGHTSTAND

A French antique washstand
separates twin beds, and its towel
racks are great for storing pjs.

14: PACK THE CLOSETS
Both bedrooms have deep

Zouble closets that are fitted with
vers and shelves for holding

fing from swim goggles to
—mmer dresses—eliminating the
== Jor dressers. Sometimes,
n. drawers can be too big for

1

J @

Zr=2wers 1o keep things separated.

15 PICTURE THE POSSIBILITY
L=slie added thicker top
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16 HANG IT UP A wall-mounted
tocthbrush/cup holder clears
space on the deck of a sink. A hotel-style
storage rack keeps towels out of the way.

17 MAKE IT PRETTY, MAKE IT SIMPLE

White subway tiles cn bathroom
walls are an easy-care solution for
bathrooms that see plenty of after-beach
bathing.

18 PUT IT ON A PEDESTAL A
pedestal sink frees up floor
space, giving a less-crowded feel.

19 DON'T FORGET THE FUN Floor

tiles lend a sand-and-surf feel,
and a red toy wagon on the back of a
commode holds washcloths.

20 SIMPLIFY THE LAUNDRY “My

mother believes in bleach,” says
Leslie, who uses all white towels to make
washdays a simple chore.

THINGS WE LOVE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: LILLIAN WOLFE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN;
APPLIANCES: JENN-AIR; KITCHEN SINK: KOHLER CO.; LIVING ROOM SOFA: MITCHELL
GOLD; BATHROOM FLOOR TILE: OCEANSIDE GLASSTILE; BATHROOM WALL SCONCE:
REJUVENATION; SELECTED KNOBS AND BATHROOM FIXTURES: RESTORATION
HARDWARE; THROW PILLOW FABRIC: SCHUMACHER; RUG, WOOD BLINDS:
SMITH+NOBLE.

For more information, see Sources beginning on page 140.
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